64      CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

Why noldest thou as we! han seyd goodnesse

Of women, as thou hast seyd wikkednesse ?

The queen, who is none other than Alcestis,
intercedes for Mm, reminding the irate god
that the poet is also the author of the
Book of the Duchesse, the Parlement of Foules,
the story of Palamon and Arcite, to say
nothing of

" . . many an ympne for your haly-dayes." I

and the Lyf of St. Cecyle. She therefore begs
that he may be forgiven, and in token of true
contrition he shall spend the most part of
Ms time

In making of a glorious Legende

Of Code Women, maidenes and wyves,

That weren trewe in lovinge al Mr lyves.

The legends which follow are the result of
this command, and the definition of virtue
given above accounts for the inclusion of such
" good women" as Cleopatra and Medea.
The plan of the poem necessarily involved
sameness of treatment. Chaucer grew tired
of his heroines, and of the twenty legends
wMch he seems to have planned, only nine
were written. The stories of Cleopatra, Thisbe,

1 many an hymn for your holy-days.